
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
North Florida Council  
Boy Scouts of America  
521 S. Edgewood Avenue  
Jacksonville, Florida  32205  
(904) 388 -0591  
www.nfcscouting.org  

 
 
 
 
 

Baden Powell Scout Reservation  
Camp Shands  

1453 Baden Powell Road  
Hawthorne, Flori da  32640  

(352) 475 -5080  
www.campshands.org

 
 
 



 
 

 
                                                                                                     
 

 
 
 

Sept 1, 2009 
 
Senior Patrol Leaders and Scoutmasters,                                                     
 
It is with great pleasure that the North Florida Council, Boy Scouts of America present you with 
the 2010 Camp Shands Leaders Guide. As I look forward to my fourth year at Camp Shands 
and my second year as your Camp Director, I come to camp armed with a proven and 
experienced staff ready to serve. 
I was a Boy Scout for five years, earning the rank of Life. I earned 50 merit badges, including all 
the required Eagle merit badges. I completed my Eagle project; however, I did not sit on my 
Board of Review. At that time in my life, it didnôt seem important since I excelled at other 
programs. Soon after high school graduation, I joined the United States Navy where I served 
honorably for 22 years, reaching the rank of Master Chief. During my last few years of naval 
service my son Jon joined Scouting, which brought me back to the Scouting family as an 
Assistant Scoutmaster. My leadership training and responsibility in the Navy prepared me to 
successfully manage Scouting events. I have chaired 12 Camporees for several districts and 
was the chairman for the last two Scout Blasts. I served as the Green Bar Bill Director in 2007 
and the Program Director in 2008. I feel 2009 was a great, successful, learning year for our 
staff, branching out in new directions. With that learning curve behind us, we have learned from 
both our mistakes and successes, and we look forward to providing your Scouts the best 
possible summer camp experience in 2010 and future years. 
In Scouting, Summer Camp is the most important activity a Scout participates in annually. My 
Scouting experiences, as a youth at Camp Comer, was directly responsible for my future 
success in the United States Navy. Camp Shands mission to your Scout is to give him every 
opportunity to learn, so that he will be a better Scout, student, son and future leader of our great 
country.  
As I watched my own son advance up the ranks to his Eagle, and then beyond to the Silver 
Award in Venturing and Vigil Honor. I know what it feels like to want your Scouts to succeed. 
The program at Camp Shands is designed for your Scout to excel. We are offering as many 
merit badges as possible (45) that we can safely teach, without sacrificing quality. I know that 
itôs important to have an older Scout program; we have designed two of them, one for 
conservation and one for High Adventure. Our First Year Camper Program is highly sought out 
for its excellence. Most importantly, adult leaders manage Camp Shands, but Scouts and 
Venturers run the program. While this concept sounds simple enough, many camps are not 
youth led. In 2008, twenty Eagle Scouts were on staff; in 2009 we had nearly forty. While we 
arenôt a super camp in size, nobody will beat us in Scout Spirit. Our reputation is important to 
us.  We are going to keep your Scouts busy learning, meeting new friends and having fun; after 
all, this is Scouting! 
I expect every member at Camp Shands to treat each other as family, only as one family, the 
Camp Shands family.  Together we can ensure that every Scout gets the most out of his 
summer camp experience.  On my Honor as a Scout, the staff at Camp Shands will do 
everything possible to help your Scouts excel! 
 
 

 
 

Pat Wright 
Camp Director 



 
 

A little bit about Baden Powell Scout Reservation,  

The Baden -Powell Scout Reservation  was purchased in the 1 960's with  a plan for it to be 
the home for the new summer camp of the North Florida Council.   The Councilõs main 
summer camp at that time, Camp Echockotee in Orange Park, had become surrounded by 
development as the city grew.   On a quiet night, Echockotee  campers might even hear the 
sounds of traffic and radios  coming from nearby houses that had encroached on the once 
isolated camp.    There was also Camp Francis Johnson off of Blanding Boulevard (FL 21), 
but it too would soon suffer the fate of surrounding  development.  Baden -Powell Scout 
Reservation would become the premier summer camp for the North Florida Council.  

Legend says an old recluse owned the property around Lake Osborne (at one time called 
Gin House Lake, and is known in the State as Lake Loyal)  before the council bought it.   The 
Sadler Lodge (known as the Brownsea Lodge pre -1980's) had dings in the brickwork by the 
fireplace that the old hermit put there with his shotgun.  He was supposedly shooting at the 
ghosts of the stuffed animals that deco rate the lodge.    

In 1965, two years before  Camp Shands opened for summer camp,  the Baden -Powell Scout 
Reservation  had its central lodge constructed (The Meninak Lodge).   The building was a gift 
from the Meninak Club of Jacksonville, Florida. It served as  a central meeting area with 
limited cooking facilities, storage,  and the trading post.   

The early campers did not have a dining hall or tent platforms to ease their stay. The Taylor 
Dining Hall was built in 1980 and platforms made their appearance about t he same time.  
Prior to the dining hall, campers ate in their sites, preparing their own meals with the help of 
patrol kitchens that were checked out from the commissary.   Young scouts were often sent 
back to the commissary for a "left handed smoke shifter " allegedly missing from the patrol 
kitchen.   (The equivalent of a "snipe hunt" quest for the unaware)   Of course resourceful 
staffers in the commissary made up some "smoke shifters" and sent the young scouts back 
to camp to turn the tables on the prankste rs.  

From the establishment of the camp in the 1960õs through the 1970õs and 80õs the 
infrastructure and facilities at the camp slowly grew.  

In 1978 and 1983, the Echockotee Lodge of the Order of the Arrow built an obstacle course 
and council rings for Se ction Conferences hosted at the camp.   Additionally, the Order of 
the Arrow was involved with building the rifle range, ecology building, handicraft building, 
the dining hall, and the waterfront shelter.  

In the early 90õs, our C.O.P.E. program was established thanks to the efforts of our 
volunteers, the Florida National Guard, and the Telephone Pioneers of America.  In 2008, 
the high course was completely rebuilt to make it the best in the Southern Region. In 2009 a 
new 14 foot inflatable òIcebergó was purchased and a new rappelling tower was built.  

The late 90õs witnessed a strong renewed interest in the future of our camp through the 
efforts of the Councilõs Executive Board.  Years of heavy use and maintenance neglect had 
left us with a camp that no one wa nted to go to.  After over $1.5 million spent on upgrades 
and renovations, we once again have a camp to be proud of.   

In 2008 Echockotee Lodge completed building new tent platforms in all campsites, and 80 
new camper tents and 300 oversize slumberjack cot s for all campers were purchased.  

Camp Shands has become an attractive and appealing camp destination hosting a large 
number of national, regional, and council training events.  Our staff training is always a 
priority and the camaraderie is second to none (to match our facilities). We are looking 
forward to a bright future for the Baden -Powell Scout Reservation.   

In 2009, Camp Shands had a record 34 Eagle Scouts on staff; our goal is 40 Eagle Scouts in 
2010éCome help us write history in 2010é.   

 
 
 



 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

                           
Camp Shands 2010 Dates, Deadlines, and Fees  

                  View Leaders Guide online ð www.campshands.org  
 

Program Highlights  
* Forty -Five Merit Badges Offered (11 Eagle Required)  

 Awesome First Year Camper Program ð Gree n Bar Bill  

 Excellent Shooting Sports facilities, equipment, and Instructors  

 Large Waterfront: Sailing, BSA Lifeguard, Motor boating and more  

 New C.O.P.E. and Climbing facilities  

 Extreme Course  

 Best Camp Food on the East Coast  

 Helpful, fun, and spirited sta ff  

 NEW  High Adventure Camp for Older Scouts  
 

Dates and Deadlines  
Weeks of operation  

Week 1 June 13 -19 Traditional   
Week 2 June 20 -26 AJROTC  
Week 3 June 27 ð July 3 LDS  
Week 4 July 4 ð 10 Traditional  
Week 5 July 11 ð 17 Traditional  
Week 6 July 18 ð 24 NRA/ NYLT/Webelos  
Week 7 July 25 -31 Venturing  
Week 8 Aug 1 ð7 Life to Eagle with Modified Traditional   

 
 

Campsite Reservation for 2010 started at Summer Camp 2009  $200 site fee due  

($200.00 site fee is non -refundable)  

February 15, 2010 :  $50.00 per camper  dep osit due to Council Service Center  

March 15, 2010 :  Campership applications due to Council Service Center  

April 1, 2010 :  $100 per camper due  to Council Service Center  

May 1, 2010:  All fees due to Council Service Center  

 

Camp  Fees  

Scout ð camping with his  troop:   $195 before May 1, $210 after May 1  
Tree house Campsite fee:    $220 before May 1, $240 after May 1  
Camp Davis (with Troop only)   $165 before May 1, $170 after May 1  
High Adventure Scout                       $325 before May 1,  $350 after May 1  
Leader Fees (first 2 Leaders free)    $85 before May 1,   $100 after May 1  
Leader Fees (High Adventure)       $150 before May 1,  $175 after May 1  
 

* Camp Fees include all program activities, unless otherwise noted in Leaders Guide.  
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
Camp Shands 2010            Program Selection Fees  
View Leaders Guide online                               www.campshands.org  
 
 
  
 

 

Program Selection Fees  
 

 Additional fees assessed a particular merit badge opportunity or program offered by 
Baden Powell Scout Reservation not covered by the basic summer camp fee.  

 

 Refer to schedule below concerning these fees.  
 
 
 

    Class, Activity or Merit Badge  Notes   Additional Cost  

Archery  Material Cost + Recognition  $15.00 

Archery II ð NAA Qualifications  Material Cost + Recognition  $25. 00 

Basketry * Kits purchased from Trading Post  $20.00  

Climbing  Material Cost + Recognition  $20.00 

COPE Material Cost + Recognition  $20.00  

Electronics*         Kit s purchased from Trading Post  $10.00  

Indian Lore * Kits purchased from Trading Post  $20.00  

Leatherwork*  Kits purchased from Trading Post  $20.00  

Motor boating  Gasoline Use  $10.00  

Rifle  Material Cost + Recognition  $20.00  

Rifle II ð NRA Qualifications  Material Cost + Recognition  $30.00 

Shotgun  Shells / Skeet + Recognition  $25.00  

Shotgun II  Material Cost + Recognition  $100.00  

Space Exploration * Kits purchased from Trading Post  $15.00  
 
Do not pay Merit Badge fees with Scout Registration.   All Merit Badge fees will be collected during 
Unit Check -In.  
 

* Estimated cost of kits that must be purcha sed at Trading Post to complete Merit Badge.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 

Camp Policies and Procedures  

Adults  - Each troop must have 2 adult leaders in camp at all times.  Camp Standards require all adults 
in  camp to be registered leaders of the BSA .  Units may bring 2 ad ult leaders at no cost and 
one additional leader free for every 8 boys over 16 in your group.  NOTE: Units who do not 
meet minimum requirements will be placed in a campsite with other Troops in the same 
circumstance, regardless of site reservation, to shar e leadership or will not be permitted to 
stay.  

Aquatic Safety Rules  - The following rules apply to all persons in camp and will assist you in safely 
enjoying one of the most popular areas of camp. Please go over these rules with your Scouts 
prior to camp.  

 Swimming and boating are only permitted at the times and places as specified on the camp 
schedule and under proper supervision.  

 Before entering the water, take your buddy tag off the "out board" and place it on the "in 
board" with the supervision of a life guard. Reverse the procedure upon leaving the water.  NO 
ONE IS PERMITTED TO MOVE ANOTHER PERSON'S BUDDY TAG FOR ANY REASON!  

 Wear shoes at all times going to and from the Aquatics area.  

 Do Not:  

 Leave the aquatics area without telling the lifeguards and re moving your tag.  

 Switch buddies without telling the lifeguards.  

 Swim outside the designated areas.  

 Swim under the docks.  

 Get separated from your buddies.  

 Distract the lifeguards.  

 Sit on the fence.  

 Engage in excessive horseplay.  

 Fish in or near the swimming  or boating areas.  

 Go near the lake from dusk to dawn.  The lake is closed to all activity between those 
times.  

Automobiles  - Each troop may have one vehicle to haul troop equipment into and out of their campsite 
during check -in and checkout.  No vehicles may be left in the campsites.  Traffic on camp 
roads is limited to  service vehicles and designated emergency vehicles only.   Equipment 
trailers may be left in campsites provided they do not block any trails, roads or tents.  Golf 
cart use is prohibited unl ess  there is a medical reason.  

Bikes  ð Personal bike use in camp is prohibited.  Use of the BMX course without staff supervision is 
strictly prohibited.  Safety equipment must be worn at all times.  

Boating  - Recreational rowing, canoeing, kayaking, and sai ling are available at the Aquatics area, 
however you must show skill proficiency.  ONLY those who are classified as a Swimmer can 
use canoes and sailboats.  Non -Swimmers and Beginners may ride in rowboats, provided that 
a BSA Lifeguard  is with them.  Perso nal Flotation Devices (PFD) must be worn at all times.  

Camp Equipment ð Troops will be financially responsible for any damage to camp, tents, cots etc.  

Camp Tour -As part of your check -in procedure, you will be assigned a troop guide.  Your troop guide 
will  give the troop a required tour of Camp Shands.   

Contact by Phone -An emergency number that you can give to parents is (352 -475-5080).  Please 
emphasize that this number is for emergencies only.  Callers should also be aware that it 
might take as long as a n hour to make contact with the person in question.  

Drugs - Anyone found in the possession or presence of any illegal, illicit, or controlled substance will 
be dismissed from camp immediately and be turned over to the Putnam County Sheriff's 
Office.  Only drugs prescribed by a physician and on record with the Medical Officer will be 
allowed.  

Emergency Procedures -A detailed list of directions will be posted on each troop bulletin board.  
Scoutmasters should make sure that all boys are familiar with the proce dures.  Anytime there 
is a camp emergency, a wailing siren will commence (red emergency bell if siren fails).  At 
that time all areas of camp will close and all troops and staff will muster at the Meninak 
Flagpole.  Senior Patrol Leaders and Scoutmasters w ill conduct a roll call and report to the 
Camp Commissioners as to their Troopõs status.  Directions will be given as to the nature of 
the emergency.  



 
 

Fireworks, Firearms, Firewater  - No fireworks, firearms, or alcoholic beverages are permitted on 
Council property.  Anyone found with these items in his or her possession or presence will be 
dismissed from camp immediately.  

HAZING AND INITIATIONS ARE NOT TOLERATED AT CAMP SHANDS!!  

Insurance -THIS IS VERY IMPORTANT! Camp Shands does not carry accident insurance  on campers.  
Units are required to provide their own accident insurance.  There is a special program for 
Scouting Members and is available through your local council.  ALL UNITS MUST PROVIDE 
PROOF OF INSURANCE DURING SUNDAY CHECK -IN.   Units without insura nce will not be 
allowed to attend Camp Shands.  

Leaderõs Meeting-An adult leaderõs orientation meeting will be held Sunday Night after dinner at the 
Taylor Dining Hall.  Each morning at 8:30 AM a leaderõs meetings will be conducted to inform 
of last minute changes and additions to the camp program and schedule.  

Leaving Camp -Any scout leaving camp at any time for any reason must sign out at the Ames Lodge 
with an adult leader and the adult who is checking out the Scout present.  When returning, 
stop and sign in.  NO SCOUTS will be permitted to leave camp without the permission of the 
Scoutmaster.  This is for your safety in case of emergency.  New leaders and/or changes of 
leadership should be reported at the Camp Office.  

Liquid Fuels -Lanterns that burn liquid  fuel may be used in camp; battery or propane powered stoves 
and lanterns are preferred.  No liquid fuel may be stored in the campsite.  Extra fuel must be 
locked in an area designated by the Camp Ranger.  Check with the Ames Lodge if your unit 
needs to st ore any fuels.  

Lost and Found -If you find a òlostó item, bring it to the Ames Lodge and demonstrate how trustworthy 
Scouts can be.  The camp is not responsible for lost items.  

Mail Service -Daily deliveries and collections are made at Camp Shands at the Ame s Lodge.  It is 
required to include Troop number and week number attending in the address.  

 Scoutõs Name 
 Troop and Campsite or Provisional Scout  
 Camp Shands, Week #  
 1453 Baden -Powell Road  
 Hawthorne, Florida 32640  

Meal Service -Meal service for visitors is available.  We appreciate 1 -day advance notice for any 
visitors you may have.  Large groups should let us know during reconciliation with the 
Business Manager.  Meal prices:  Breakfast $3, Lunch $4, and Dinner $5  

Parking -All vehicles will be kept in the  assigned parking lot.  For safetyõs sake, no cars may be kept in 
the campsites. Do not park your vehicles next to the Taylor Dining Hall or on the roads, as 
these areas are needed for delivery vehicles.  

Refunds - Any unit reservation deposited will not be  refunded (including the $10 per participant 
deposit for tree houses).   Individual refunds will only be made in the cases of: 1) the death of an 
immediate family member, 2) summer school that does not allow a Scout to any of the Traditional 
Weeks or Specia lty Camps that the Scout has registered for 3) illness or injury that does not allow a 
Scout to any of the Traditional Weeks or Specialty Camps that the Scout has registered for, or 4) 
relocation to a different council.  Written verification must be provid ed at the time the refund is 
requested.  A refund request,  regardless of reason, will not be accepted after May 31, 2010 .  The 
Camp Director approves/disapproves any refund request.   Refunds will be mailed to out -of -council 
troops or transferred to unit me mbership accounts for in -council troops, according to Council 
Accounting Procedures.  

Sheath Knives -Sheath knives are never needed at camp and must be left at home.  

Tobacco Use -Smoking and other tobacco usage is not permitted for those less than 18 years of age.  
Although adults over 18 may use tobacco, it is expected that they will refrain from tobacco 
use in front of Scouts or in any buildings.  

Timber -A Scout is a true outdoorsman.  He does not destroy or deface live timber.   

Vacations/Parents Away -If parents are on vacation, we must have the name, address, and phone 
number where they can be contacted.  This should be stapled to the Scoutõs medical form. 

Valuables -No electronics or other valuables are allowed at camp.  Camp Shands or its staff will not b e 
held liable for damaged, lost or stolen items.  



 
 

Camp Information  

Bedding  - Each camper, youth and adult will be provided with a fold -up oversize Slumberjack cot. 
(Except for Camp Davis and High Adventure camp) Individuals desiring padding or an air 
mattre ss should bring these items to camp.    

Counselors in Training - The Counselor In Training (CIT) program is a volunteer position designed to 
give 14 and 15 year old Scouts and Venturers the opportunity to train as future Staff members.  If 
you have a young  person that should be considered for the CIT program see the Camp Director or 
contact the Council Service Center for an application.  

Health Lodge & Medical Treatment -Camp Shands provides a professional trained in first aid.  In 
addition, the majority of o ur Camp Staff is CPR certified and has had significant first aid training.  
Arrangements have been made with agencies to treat emergency care patients from Camp 
Shands.  The Troop Leadership will make non -emergency transportation to the hospital.  

Here are a few important considerations in maintaining a healthy and safe camp:  

 Report all accidents and illnesses in the camp to the Medical Officer.  The Medical Officer is 
responsible for the general welfare of all and is advisor to the Camp Director in this are a. 

 DRINK WATER!  

 Encourage your Scouts to shower on a regular basis, preferably daily.  

 Watch for signs of heat exhaustion . (#1 cause of emergencies in 2007).  

 Ensure that Scouts wear proper footwear at all times to prevent foot injuries -no open toed 
shoes . 

 Supervise the placing of all clotheslines.  Avoid trails and immediately around tents.  

 Air sleeping bags and blankets in the sunshine often.  

 Do not allow food to be stored in tents.  Wildlife will enter tents if they smell food there.  

 No running on camp tra ils or roads, as it causes too many injuries.  

 Make sure your scouts carry and drink plenty of water frequently to avoid dehydration.  

 All campers (Youth and Adult) are required to bring a current physical to camp.  

 Remind Scouts to wear sunscreen and stay i n the shade when possible.  

 Use spray pump insect repellant.  

Leader's Lounge - An air -conditioned  leader's lounge is located in the Meninak Building.  This lounge 
is provided to allow for leaders to escape for a little while, do some paperwork, or have a li ttle 
fellowship. Wireless internet is usually available, depending on your computers sensitivity.   
Coffeepots and coffee is provided, however the Scoutmasters need to make it.  The 
Scoutmaster's Lounge is for adult leaders only and is not for overnight us e.  Hours will be from 
6:00am to 11:00 PM daily.  Remember that a Scout is Clean.  Please help to keep the 
Scoutmaster's Lounge clean.  

Merit Badges ð Any class with less than 4 participants is subject to cancellation.  We register Scouts 
into merit badge s essions on first come, first serve basis.  Scoutmasters should give prior 
approval to all badges that their Scouts select.  Camp Shands will honor partial completion 
certificates from other camps but reserves the right to review all requirements with each Scout.  
Camp Shands will issue partial certificates for merit badge work completed. Some Programs are 
limited in size, due to safety and quality concerns. Camp Shands issues a computer printout of 
each Scouts MB requirements completed, if your troop would like Blue Cards, the troop must 
supply these filled out to the Program Director on Sunday night.  

Order of the Arrow - An Order of the Arrow campfire will be held Wednesday evening.  Unit Elections 
should be held prior to coming to camp, consult with your l ocal OA Chapter about completing 
elections for your unit.  OA members are needed to help serve as torch - bearers, fire builders, 
and a host of other jobs, please volunteer through your Camp Commissioner.  Brothers 
(regardless of Lodge or Chapter) are encou raged to wear their sashes to dinner on Wednesday 
night. Echockotee Lodge provides a Camp Chief to complete local unit elections if needed.  

Family Night - Friday is Family Night at Camp Shands.  Your Troopõs families are invited to join your 
Troop for dinn er.  Cost for dinner is $5.00 per person (Children 5 years old and under are free).  
To ensure that we have enough prepared food for family night; units must notify the Camp Office 
by Tuesday lunch of anticipated attendance for Family Night and pay the $5 per person. A guest 
bracelet will be given to the Scoutmaster for each guest.  

Trading Post -The Camp Trading Post is operated for the sale of camping supplies, handicraft items, 
candy, soda, ice cream, souvenirs, and other sundries. Most Scouts spend $50 fo r souvenirs, 
merit badge kits and other items while at camp.  



 
 

 
Evening Activities  

 

SUNDAY   Opening Campfire  

The camp staff will help you check in and guide you around our camp.  The rest of the day should 
be spent preparing your Troop and yourself for a f un filled week at camp. A non -denominational 
youth led church service at the chapel will be followed by the Scoutmasters and Senior Patrol 
Leaders having a short meeting with the Senior Camp Staff, followed by an entertaining Opening 
Campfire.  All troops are encouraged to attend. Please have birthday of youngest scout in your 
troop at leader/SPL meeting.  

 

MONDAY   Camp -wide Sports Night  

Mondayõs classes are always full of safety, first aid and other activities that donõt burn 
enough energy from our excited  Scouts, so this year Monday night will be sports night 
on the Meninak activity field; Soccer, Basketball, Frisbee Golf, Tether Ball and 
Volleyball will all be available for troops and patrols to wear themselves out. 
Scoutmasters will have the less strenuo us activity of horseshoes and watching kids run, 
while sitting on the porch of the Ames Building.  

Bad Weather - New release PG -13 movie will be available for viewing at the Meninak.  

 

TUESDAY   Troop Volleyball Competition  

Monday nightõs practice should have your troop ready for some friendly competition. 
Depending on the # of troops camping, it will be either single or double elimination; 
winner will play the staff. Other competitions may take place as well, the Senior Patrol 
Leaders will decide on what we do.  

 

WEDNESDAY  Vespers/Order of the Arrow Pow - Wow  

A Scout is Reverent!  A short youth led non -denominational service will be conducted in the 
camp chapel.  Afterwards members of the Echockotee Lodge 200, of the North Florida Council, 
and the Summer Cam p Staff will host a Pow -Wow event.  All members of your troop, regardless 
of membership in the OA, are encouraged to attend and participate.  

 

THURSDAY   Baden Powell Marathon/Follow me Boys  

A tradition at Camp Shands, each troop is invited to participate i n the Baden Powell 
Marathon, it has something for everyone.  Green Bar Bill will show the famous Boy Scout 
Movie òFollow Me Boysó at the GBB Pavilion. This is the best night to invite a staff 
member to your cracker barrel.  

 

FRIDAY   Closing Campfire  

Aquati cs Fair happens after dinner. So make sure your Scoutmaster isnõt to full for the 
SM Belly Flop Contest. Itõs all about fun and friendly troop competition at the waterfront. 
Make sure you bring your parents to watch as well!  

 The Staff and the Troops plan and perform skits and songs for each other.  In addition, 
some of the awards for the weekõs competitions are given out.  This is a show not to 
miss. This is also family night; invite your parents to visit Camp Shands .  



 
 

Green Bar -Bill Program  

The first yea r of summer camp is vital to the continued participation of a boy in Scouting.  A 
positive, successful year will encourage a Scout to return next year.  Camp Shands was one of 
the first Boy Scout Camps to establish a program just for first year campers.  O ur finest Camp 
Staff members lead the Green Bar Bill Program.  

The emphasis is on Scouting Basics, outdoor skills, personal development (teamwork and 
success) and helping Scouts to truly enjoy their first long -term camping experience.  Camp 
Shands is dedica ted to preparing the best program for these impressionable Scouts.  Many 
requirements for the ranks of Tenderfoot, Second Class, and First Class will be completed 
during the activities of this course.  In some cases, Scouts may have already completed some of 
the GBB requirements.  A review of materials learned is recommended to refresh their memory, 
sharpen their skills, and assist in helping them to teach others.  Scouts are strongly encouraged 
to attend all sessions.  

This GBB Program is designed to have g ames, activities, and lessons for the òFirst Yearó Scout!  
On one of the days, GBB Scouts will complete a 5 -mile hike so appropriate footwear and a water 
bottle are required  

The Green Bar Bill program will include opportunities to work toward a few merit b adges.  Each 
Scout will be provided with a checklist indicating the advancement requirements completed 
during their stay at Camp Shands.  It is the policy of Camp Shands not to sign any Scout's 
Handbook.  It is the responsibility of the Troop leadership to  transfer completed requirements 
from the checklist to the Scout's Handbook .  A listing of requirements completed in GBB will be 
provided upon conclusion of camp.  Below is a sampling of GBBõs requirement schedule.  
Although it is subject to change, our fo cus of the program is to ensure that young scouts have a 
positive, enjoyable first year experience.  

For planning purposes, each scout/scoutmaster should consider the following:  

 Trailblazers:  Geared toward new scouts working on their Scout/Tenderfoot Rank  
Requirements. Program meets four periods a day. In the third and sixth periods these scouts will 
be given the opportunity to earn two merit badges. We recommend that scouts consider 
swimming, first aid, or a Handicraft Program Area merit badge in their fi rst year at camp. (See 
Schedule)  

 Pioneers:  Geared toward scouts working on Second Class Rank requirements. This 
program will meet during the first and second periods only. Scouts are then encouraged to 
select from merit badges offered during the third thr ough sixth periods. Potentially scouts 
participating in this program could earn up to four merit badges during their week at camp. (See 
Schedule)  

 Frontiersman:  Geared toward scouts working on First Class Rank requirements. This 
program will meet during th e fourth and fifth periods only. Scouts are then encouraged to select 
from merit badges offered during the other remaining periods. Potentially scouts participating in 
this program could earn up to four merit badges during their week at camp. (See Schedule ) 

A complete BSA Uniform is strongly recommended; a backpack is also recommended 
for Trailblazers, to learn the proper way to pack a backpack.   Recommend Trailblazers 
take First Aid third period and Swimming sixth period.  
The staff at GBB is handpicked and  has recently included Echockotee Lodge Officers, 
S4-S Section Officer and Chapter Chiefs of the Order of the Arrow. Make sure your 
Scouts are ready for a Great Time!  

Rank requirements covered in GBB:  

Scout  Tenderfoot  Second Class  First Class  

4, 5, 6 & 8  1, 4A, 4B, 5, 6, 9,11, 
12a, 12b  

1A, 1B, 2C, 2D, 2E, 2F, 
2G, 3, 4, 5, 6A, 6B, 6C, 

7A, 7B, 7C  

1, 2, 4D, 6, 7A, 7B, 7C, 
8A, 8B, 8C, 8D, 9A, 

9B, 9C  



 
 

Aquatics Program  
 
Proper demonstration of CPR must be accomplished prior to arrival at camp for ALL Aquatic 
Merit Badges.   BSA Lifeguards ð current CPR certification is required to be awarded the BSA 
Lifeguard Award  
 

Merit Badges  
 
 

 
 
Swimming -Must pass swimmer test.  Scouts will need the following  
complete the merit badge: long pants, long sleeve shirt, extra sho es, and 
extra belt.  ( Eagle Required ) * 6 th Period just for GBB participants.   

 
 
 
   
    

 
Canoeing ñMust pass swimmer test, before class on Monday.   

 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
Rowing - Must pass swimmer test, before class on Monday.   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Motor Boating - Limited to Sco uts 13 and older.  Must pass swimmer test,  

                              before class on Monday. Class is limited in size due to number of boats  
                             available.  Please refer to our Program Selection Fees for additional costs.  
 
 
 
 

 
Small Boat Sailing - Limited to Scouts 12 and older.  Must pass swimmer 
test, before class on Monday. Class is limited in size due to number of 
boats available.  

 
 
 
     
 

 
Lifesaving -Limited to Scouts 13 and older.  Must  pass swimmer test and 
have  earned  Swimming Merit Badge.  (Eagle Required ).   

 
 



 
 

Othe r Aquatics Opportunities  
 

BSA Lifeguard - This is an intensive one week -long program.  At 
least 6 hours a day should be allotted to complete certification.  It 
is recommended that Youth members complete th e following Merit 
Badges prior to attending camp: Swimming, Lifesaving, Rowing, 
Canoeing, and First Aid.  BSA Lifeguard is also available to 
registered adult leaders.  Adult Leaders must display satisfactory  
knowledge  of the above listed merit badges.  Eve ry Troop should 
have at least one BSA Lifeguard for every ten scouts.  This course 
is limited to Scouts 14 years of age and older.  For this class to be 
held, the camp must have a minimum of 4 participants in BSA 
Lifeguard. The Lifeguard Patch will be give n to all who complete 
the requirements while at Summer Camp.  

 
 
 
 

Snorkeling BSA - Our certified camp staff will instruct you in all of 
the requirements to complete this course.  You can bring your own 
mask, fins, and snorkel or Camp Shands has equipment y ou can 
use.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mile Swim - This program is for strong swimmers.  Instruction and 
practice will be given during scheduled times.  Participants must 
attend all scheduled practices.  The mile swim is open to adults as 
well as youth.  The Mile Swim emble m may be purchased in the 
trading post after successful completion.   

 
 
 
 
 
Safe Swim Defense & Safety Afloat - Certification in these areas is a must if your Troop has any 
plans for year -round Aquatics.  These procedures explain and demonstrate how to safe ly plan 
scout boating activities as well as how to safely operate a swim area.  The Aquatics Director will 
offer this at the beginning of the week.  
Instructional Swim - For Scouts, who need additional help to pass their Swim Test.  Our camp 
staff is traine d to work with your Scouts to pass the swimming requirement.  This instruction will 
be offered during scheduled periods.  
Troop Swim  ð Open to all ability groups.  Camp attendees are invited to attend Troop Swim at the 
waterfront during troop time/free time .  Troops will operate under Safe Swim Defense.  If a large 
portion of your troop will be participating, please have at least one adult come with them to 
assist in lifeguard duty.  The Aquatics Directorõs first priority is safety; they have the right to 
close the area in case of bad weather or overcrowding.  Please work with the staff to provide a 
safe and fun experience on the water.  
Aquatics Fair  ð Friday night after dinner, all troops will come to waterfront for inter -troop 
competition. Senior Patrol Lea ders make sure your Scoutmaster is ready for the Scoutmaster 
Belly Flop Contest.  

ICEBERG ð Fourteen foot high inflatable, to climb up and slide down.  

 

 



 
 

 

Handicraft Program  
Merit Badges  

 

 

 

Art - Let the artist in each Scout come out!  

 

 

 

 

 

Basketry - Maki ng baskets and a stool bottom are just part of the fun.  

 

 

 

 

Fingerprinting ð Everyone has a unique set of fingerprints; find out how 
many types there are.  

 

 

 

 

Indian Lore ð Learn Native American games and crafts.  

 

 

 

 

 

Leatherwork ð Make dad a pair of mo ccasins or some for yourself.  

 

 

 

 

 

Pottery ð Work the clay, and then fire it in a kiln, make sure there are  

no air pockets or it might pop!  

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Outdoor Skills Program  
 

Merit Badges  

 

 

 

 

 

Camping ð Scoutmasters will need to fill out a survey at camp for  each 
Scout, so we can give credit for certain requirements.  

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

Cooking ð Tired of burnt food at your Scouting events, every Scout needs 
to know how to cook, and the different ways Scouts can make good food.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emergency Preparedness ð With  the amount of serious weather we have 
in Florida, every Scout needs Emergency Preparedness. Eagle Required  

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

First Aid ð The most earned merit badge for nearly 100 years. Third period 
is only for GBB participants. Eagle Required  

 

 

 



 
 

 

Outdoor Skill s Program cont...  
 

 

 

 

 

Orienteering ð A compass isnõt near as frightening to use, if you know 
how. Scouts will learn on several different compass courses. Scouts will 
be introduced to GPS as well.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Personal Fitness - Requirements 7 & 8 take 12 wee ks to complete.   

Eagle Required.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pioneering ð Lashing and making rope are just some of the fun things 
Scouts learn.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wilderness Survival ð Overnight in the wilderness caps off a week of 
learning.  

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Conservation/Ecology Program  
Meri t Badges  

 

 

 

Environmental Science -This merit badge takes at least 2 hours per day. 
Eagle Required.  Recommended Scouts 14 or older.  

                      

     

 

 

 

 

Oceanography ð Learn about the Oceans and make model volcanoes.  

 

 

 

 

 

Forestry ð Learn abou t trees and the role they play in our daily lives.  

 

 

 

 

 

Fish and Wildlife ð Mr. Patõs favorite merit badge, take fish samples and 
observe wildlife at feeding stations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nature ð Good introduction merit badge for younger Scouts.  

 

 

 

 

Soil and Water Conservation ð Work on erosion conservation project,  

and find out how you can help fix one of Earthõs biggest problems,  

loss of topsoil.   


